CHAPTER XII

Mental Disease
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How long has mental disease been known? When did mod-
ern methods of treatment begin? How are mental diseases
classified? What is the difference between organic and June-
tional disorders? Do cures for mental diseases exist?

A,

LBOUT ONE PERSON of every twenty in the United States will
at some time during his life be treated in a mental hospital. The
care and cure of such persons is a tremendous problem.
Apparently mental disease has always existed, but only in the
last fifty years has it been handled scientifically. We have pro-
gressed a long way from the days of cells and chains for the
insane. We still have far to go to reach an ideal solution.
The Protest of Hippocrates
Ancient records reveal cases of ravings, convulsions, and stu-
pors. Evil spirits were believed to be the cause, and often persons
"possessed" were put to death.
Occasionally a voice protested. HIPPOCRATES, a keen-witted
164.